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ANDAL-WHEN SHE WEARS THE GARILAND,
SHE IS FILLED WITH KRISHNA
Art by Lakshmi maniappan
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Thiruvadipuram -
the birth of Sri Andal... 'S@GeumigLiLL LD

Thiruvadipooram [Puram Nakshathiram in the month of Aadi] - a most blessed
day for all Srivaishnavaites - for this day marks the birth of Kothai Piratti
[Andal]. Andal was the most unique combination of divine wisdom coupled with
devotion non-pareil. A paragon of virtues - supreme example of single-minded
devotion in serving the Lord, as clearly brought out in her great prabandham of 30
hymns "Thiruppavai".

Thiruvallikkeni Andal
Andal’s birth occurred in the 98t year of Kali Yuga - Nala Varudam - in the month
of Aadi - shukla paksham - chathurthasi day. She was found in a thulsi garden

at Sri Villiputhur by Vishnu Chithar [Periyazhwaar]

Our Acharyar in his “Upadesa Rathina Malai’ hails the day as ‘Periyaazhwar pen
pillaiai Aandal pirantha thiruvadipurathin seermai’. Uyyakkondar says in the
thanian visualizing Srivilliputhur as a very special Divya desam where Hamsam
[anna pakshi] known for its power to separate milk from water are abundant and
hails Andal for the verses with which she offered garlands to the Lord.

Sri ANDAL is the quintessence incarnation of Shri Bhuma Devi, the divine consort
of Sriman Narayana, who took birth on this earth to liberate suffering
human beings from worldly bondage. Today, there will be grand procession
[purappadu] of Andal at Srivilliputhur, Srirangam, Kanchipuram, Thiruvallikkeni
and many other divyadesams. The 10 day celebrations are on at Thiruvallikkeni
also, which culminates today.

Her philosophy is clear and unmistakable. She says ‘immaikkum ezhezhu
piravikkum patraavan, nammaiyudaivan Narayanan nambi” - "Sriman Narayana
is our refuge now and forever and He will not let us down, for we are His
possessions".
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On Andal’s Tanians
By Anbil Ramaswamy

TANIANS
e Two tanians:
1. Alli naaTTaamarai mEl aaraNangin in tunaivi
Malli NaaDaaNda maDa mayil
Aayar kula vEndanaagathaal then puduvai
VEyar payanda viLakku

Meaning:

e Sri Andal (alias gOdaa) is held in great esteem being the intimate friend and fellow
spouse of Goddess Mahaalakshmi (the divine Periya piraaTTi)) who sprang from the
great lotus that bloomed with charming petals; Sri gOda is said to be with the tender
frame (of limbs), beautiful like the young peahen and very attractive as she
captivated the minds of all in Tirumalli naaDu; she earned the grace and love from
the heart of Sri KrishNa (aayarkula vEndan) and she is the rising star as the daughter
of Sri Periyaazhwaar of vEyar kulam, in the beautiful town of Sriviliputtur”

2. kOla suri sangai maayan sevvaayin gulNam vinavum
seelathinal, then tirumalli naadi, sezhun kuzhal mEl
maalait toai thennarangarukku eeyum madippuDaiya

sOlaikkiLi, aval tooya nar paadam tulNai namakkE
Meaning:

e We resort to the holy and divine pair of feet of Sri Andal as our sole refuge. Her pair
of feet is very auspicious and enjoyable (bhOghya). Sri Andal asked the great
Paanchajanya (the divine conch of Lord VishNu) which is beautiful and abounds in
spiral lines, about the extraordinary merits and sweetness of the rosy lips of Lord
KrishNa (maayan). She is the queen of the South and has the good fortune of
offering to God Ranganatha, the fragrant garlands of flowers after having worn them
on her dense locks of tresses. She is like the lovely young parrot (for she has sung
two great hymns, Tiruppavai and Naachiyaar Tirumozhi) abounding in mellifluous
songs reminiscent of the sweet utterances of the parrots in the bowers

(Translations from Dr.V.K.S.N. Raghavan)

Lord Sri Krishna took the avathar with birth among those who graze cattle
in dense forests, grew among cowherd folks — when we dedicate ourselves to our
mighty Lord, the bond with the faultless Govindha is irrevocable — eternal and
ever lasting — a bond, even God cannot separate. Thiruppavai and Nachiyar
thirumozhi glitter with simple yet most powerful words that lift us and make us
surrender to the eternal Sriman Naryaana.

Andal prays to the Lord who slept as a child on a fig leaf during Mahapralaya,
the great deluge. She appeals to that Lord holding the milky white conch that would
reverberate, to hear our aspirations, grant that wide drum, persons who would sing
pallandu, bright lamp, festoon and flags and more as her group has performed the
margazhi rites as decreed by the elders.
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Naachiyaar Thirumozhi
By Anbil Ramaswamy

—

9.

10.

11

14.

This comprises of 143 stanzas in 14 decades delineating on the following:

Andal prays to Kaama dEvan or Manmathan for making KrishNa her husband.

Andal requests KrishNa not to destroy the toy-houses constructed by her and her
peers while playing with the sands of the riverbed

Andal prays to Lord KrishNa to give back their garments- that he had stealthily taken
away. This episode is based on the " Vastra apaharala”incident described in the
10* skhaanda of Srimad Bhaagavatam

“kuDal izhaithal’ — a kind of design game in which a proper pairing of markings
would indicate success in one’s undertaking - in the present case, union with
KrishNa.

GOda requests her pet cuckoo (karumkuyil) to call the Lord for putting an end to her
separation from him

Andal describes to her friend a dream she saw in which she goes through the
various steps of her own wedding with KrishNa.

She enquires Paanchajanya (divine conch) that the Lord to reveal the secrets of his
proximity to the Lord

Andal sends clouds as her messenger to inform KrishNa of her trauma in being
separated from him

Andal pleads with the Lord of TirumaalirumsOlai expressing her pangs of separation
Andal pleads with four flowers, three birds, one cloud, a sea and a close friend
requesting them to unite her with KrishNa.

. A “nindaa sthuti”on Lord Ranganatha
12.
13.

Andal pleads with her peers and elders to take her to places connected with KrishNa
Andal pleads with her peers to bring fans made of TulLasi leaves etc that have
connections with KrishNa to relieve her pangs of separation.

At long last, Andal achieves what she has been pining for and finds KrishNa in
Brindaavanam

Each decad is heart rending and brings out picturesquely the trauma of separation
(vislEsham) from her beloved and the joy in union with him (samsEsham)

The dream theme contained in the 6" decad describing her dream of marriage sets

forth the procedure of the wedding rituals faithfully as was being followed in her

days.

This decad “vaaraNam aayiram’ is being sung in all south Indian weddings when the

game of rolling coconuts as ball is played between the bride and the groom and

provides a whopping fun fare to the spectators. (It is not known if this is the

practice in North India too)

A question arises whether it was proper on the part of Andal, a Paramaikaanti, to fall

at the feet of Devataantaram like Kaaman. (naanyam dEvam namaskuryaat vishNu

paadaabja samsrayah). Several explanations have been given by Poorva acharyas.

Some of them are indicated below:

- When in a desperate mood (vyaamoham), rules of Saastras are said to fall apart.

- When it is for the purpose of Emperumaan, it is not a defect. It will be repugnant
only when anything is asked for other than PerumaalL

- VWyamoham is Ok. But the means adopted is not correct

- It is true that in those days, spinsters used to observe “ananga nOnbu”to get
themselves married before it became too late. This has precedent in the
“Kaartyaayani Vratam'” for rains during periods of draught. This was considered a
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“naimittika karma AnushTaana”that came under the exceptions in ancient
scriptures.

When Andal has emphatically declared “ narayananE namakkE paraitaruvaan’,
"eRRaikkum ezhEzh piravikkum untannOdu URROmME " UnakkE naam aaT
seivOm” and "maRRai nam kaamangal maaRru”etc, it is impossible to imagine
that she would have done dEvatantara bhajanam under any circumstances

Can we expect this kind of misdemeanor on the part of the daughter of
Periyaazhwaar, the great Achaara seelar?

Andal did not do dEvataantara bhajanam. But she appealed to the
“antaryaami’' of manmathan, which is the Lord Himself.

She was praying to KrishNa who is “manmatha manmathah”
Taasaamaa virabhoor souri smayamaana mukhambujahy/

Peetaambara sragvee saakshaat manmatha manmathaby/

Pradhymnan is the emanation of the Lord and was known as ‘manmatha
amsam’.

Is not the Lord called “KaamadEva, kaamapaala, kaamee” in VishNu
sahasranaamam? So, KaamadEva here refers to Bhagavaan Himself and no one
else.

MadanagOpala murthi is also known to have sugarcane bow, flowers as arrows
and flag with the figure of fish decorating it. Therefore, her prayer to him is well
within the Saastric paradigm.

She says “unnaiyum mumbiyaiyum”You and your brother. There is no reference
to a brother for Manmatha, the cupid. Therefore, it only refers to Perumaal.
What is the meaning of "manmatha”? One who churns the mind. It is
Bhagavaan who does this all the time using his "maayaa”

/.{ 3k 3k 3k Sk ok ok 5k >k >k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok ok 5k ok K K >k K 5k 5k 5K 3k K >k 3k 3k K 5k 5k 5k 5k K >k >k 3k K 5k 5k >k >k >k >k >k 3k 5k 5k 5k 5k >k >k >k >k 3k 5k ok ok 5k >k >k >k >k >k ok ok ok k >k >k >k >k >k k
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Iy Of the incarnations of Sriman Narayana, His descent in human form as

7N
Al

Krishna has been glorified as the most accessible and endearing. Among

7N the Azhwargal, Sri Goda devi [Kothai Piratti @ Andal] is unique and her
Sk immortal hymns of Thiruppavai and Nachiyar Thirumozhi, do stand out.

Al
7\

Thiruppavai is on ceremonial austerity [Pavai nonbu] and her

I/ singleminded devotion in service to the Lord is explicitly abundant.
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;36 ANDAL'S SPECIAL AFFECTION FOR sk
)
) SWAMI DESIKAN )
3k ANDAL seems to have created a situation to receive 3k
Alg MangaL AsAsanam from Swami Desikan as soon as possible instead Alz
7N .. . . . .. 7N
s, of waiting for Swami Desikan to come to Her Sannidhi inside the 2
. temple. Hence, She came to where Swami Desikan was, as if to O
> welcome him to Her dhivya dEsam as soon as She could. In the case 9

N of AchArya RaamAnujA, She left Her sanctum (Garbha graham) and N

iz . ara- \lz
7N rushed to welcome him as Her elder brother for fulfilling Her pledge 7:<
3% to offer 1000 vessels of akkAra-adisil to Lord SundararAjan of <
3% ThirumAlirum ChOlai. After that reception to AchArya RamaunjA, V3
3% the ThiruppAvai Jeeyar, She never went inside Her sanctum and stays Sk
3% eventoday at the ardha manTapam. In the case of Swami Desikan, 3k
N4 She engineered to arrive in front of the house outside Her Thiru e
Ne MaaL.ikai Veedhi, where Her parama bhakthan was staying during his Ne
N\ . . - . .
334 visit to Her city. Moved by that extraordinary display of VVaathsalyam >:4
4~ and dayA of ANDAL, the LOka MaathA, our Kavi Simham poured 9
::: forth in rapture his eulogy of Her anantha KalyANa guNams. Thus :::
7:‘ originated the GodhA sthuthi and its 29 slOkams. 7:‘
< ....www.sadagopan .org >
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Tribute to Sri Andal on Thiruvadi Pooram

By Sri U.Ve. Mahavidhwan Elayavilli Srinivasa Bhuvarahachariar Swami
M.A (Retd) Prof of Sanskrit, Alwar Thirunagari

Srimathe Ramanujaya Namaha
Srimathyai Godayai Namaha
Srimathe Baladhanvi Mahagurave Namaha
Srimad Varavara Munaye Namaha

Sri Andal's greatness is unparalleled and beyond the ken of speech and writing. Of
the three divine consorts namely Sridevi, Bhudevi and Neeladevi, she is the
incarnation of Bhudevi and excels the other two due to following reasons. They are
worth remembering on this happy day of her birth festival. That is the proper way
of paying our tributes to her.

1. Sridevi and Neeladevi are not born in this world without the company of Sriman
Narayana. But SriBhudevi incarnated in this world leaving the company of her
Lord at Srivaikunta. She was born at Srivilliputtur as the dearest daughter of Sri
Vishnuchita or Periyalwar.

2. As she was the incarnation of Bhudevi , she was worried about her children who
are lying on her lap, i.e., in this mortal world. So when she was retrieved from the
deluge by her Lord Sriman Narayana in the form of an wild boar, she requested
Him to tell Her the easiest means of salvation by having recourse to which all Her
children could reach Srivaikuntam. The Lord told her "If a man sings songs of
devotion and offers garland to Me, | will be pleased to entertain Him to my world".
Sri Bhudevi replied "O my dear! My children (mortals) are steeped in the ocean of
ignorance. Therefore I will go down to the mortal world and sing devotional songs
(pamalai) and offer You flowers of garland (poomalai) on their behalf. If they
recite these songs and offer garlands to You, You must certainly bless them with
your service, putting an end to their cycle of birth and death, the root cause of all
their sufferings". The Lord became speechless on observing the mother's affection.
He gladly consented to do so and bade farewell to her. So she came down to this
world as Periyalwar's daughter. This kind of motherly affection is not to be seen in
the case of the other two spouses namely Sridevi and Neeladevi.

3. This behavior of SriBhudevi (Sri Andal) is reminding us of a mother's
benevolent attitude. When her child is afflicted by a severe malady the mother
takes a strong dose of medicine. That medicine cures the child when it drinks the
mother's milk. All the mortals are suffering from the disease called Samsara (birth
and death) for their sake Sri Andal took the medicine namely birth in this world.
This proves her unlimited affection for her children.
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%é She offered garlands and sang two divine poems Thiruppavai and Nacchiyar _ :::
3% Thirumozhi for our sake. The moment we sing these songs or offer flowers to Him, >
Alg He thinks of His promise to SriBhudevi and keeps up His promise by granting ;:é
I\ .
‘>§é salvation to all of us. 9:%
. . Nz
%:é In Thiruppavai She made it very clear to us that taking refuge unto the Io_tus like <
g feet of Narayana is the sole means of salvation. But Acharya Abhimana is much 9&
;§; easier and the safest means of salvation. %’T
. .‘4
l;:é She declared in Nacchiyar Tirumozhi that whenever a man takes refuge unto the <
Alz lotus like feet of the Lord, he is not sure of reaching the abode o_f th_e lord. I_t IS ;:é
::: because the Lord is free to act according to His whims and fancies i.e., He is sk
N Swatantra. He may look at our sins and may push us dovyn to this world or He_ may \:,
l):% grant us salvation by showering His grace on us out of p|t_y. Thus He may actin N
Alz either way. But an Acharya is full of the milk of human kindness :_:md_ will never ;:é
::: allow us to be born in this world. He is sure to get us a berth at Srivaikunta by his %:é
N strong recommendation to lord. So Acharya Abhimana i.e., the Agharaya_s _ O
9:% unbounded affection alone is the surest and safest_means of salvation. This cardinal :::
Sk and very secret principle of our sampradayam which was closely guarded by our K
\:, Acharayas was first brought to light by Sri Angja!, Whlch none other hgd done. 925
N Thus we can go on sketching the unique and distinctive features of Sri Andal. Now !
9& our duty is to sing her divine songs in front of Andal and Rangamannar by way of :::
3 service to them. Sk
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Al Alz
7N Srimatyai Sri Godhayai namaha: 7N
-}:é Srimathe Sri Varaha mahadesikaya namaha: é:é
3 Sri ANDAAL's PRAYER FOR NITYA Y3
iz Az
7 KAINKARYAM 7
7:‘ (Small effort to understand by: Adiyen Krishnakumara thatha dasan, Pune) 7:<
< K
3  INTRODUCTION: 3K
% 3
\:, Sri Andaal, in her sacred verses in Tamizh called THIRUPPAVAI, brings \:,
7N 7N
\:, out all her desires for Sri Kannapiran who is none other than Sriman \:,
7N 7N
\:, Narayanan, towards granting HIS boons. The submission through the 1° \:,
7N : : o : N
\l/ 15 pasurams, explains first and makes her mission to be ready with the \:,
N . : : - N
\/ girls, properly educating them the importance, purpose, principles and \/
N : . . : N
Al procedures in doing the worship. Now, from the 16" pasuram, Sri Andaal Al
I\ . . . 7\
N exhibits the actions and executions. In the 15 pasurams or verses, she Al
7N 7N
N fully endorses the joy of worship by going to temple where the lord Az
7N 7N
Az resides. That is from verse 16 to 21, Sri Andaal is waking up one by Az
7N 7N
%04 one and everyone until Sri Kannapiran is waken up after Sri Nappinnai %’é
(N )
%:é Piratti and then worshiped for HIS grace, boon of kainkaryam, for ever. 9:\/?
é:é The purpose of this vyaasam is being attempted to understand wth 9:\/7
%:é adiyen’s limited and little knowledge but so gained from various works 9:\/7
é:é and articles by rich authors, scholars and pandits who hae presented ;:\/T
%:é vyakyanam for this Thiruppavai. In order to taste the nectar of this Tamil %’T
;:é literature and treasure, adiyen wish to invite all with folded hands. Adiyen %’T
;:é may be excused for any mistakes and thereby interpretations but request ;:(T
Al to take only the essence of the truth conveyed. Al
7N 7N
Al Al
’:‘ WORSHIP KRISHNA, THE ULTIMATE: ’:‘
> Yy
;:é Sri Andaal throughl the 15" verses already woke up accompanying little ;:‘/T
;:% girls and formed the group. These united girls reached the temple of the %’T
;:é Lord. In fact, they know that it is the Temple place or the palace where ;:é
;:é lord Krishna HIMSELF and foster father Nandagopan and others all ;:é
;:é reside. They find that the huge ornate doors and the doorstep are not ;:é
;:4 open but bolted with guards standing on either of it as sentries. The ;:é
Al Al
7N 7N
Al Al
7N 7N
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girls, therefore, address the gate-keeper and ask him to open the bolts
to allow them in. The girls make their request with the gatekeeper. Being
small girls from the cowherd community, they wish to seek the grace of
the Lord. The Lord has made earlier, promises to us. They further plead
that as per HIS order, with pure minds and bodies, they have come now
to sing the wake-up song for Him. They ask the gate-keepers not to
stop but permit their entry by opening the gates to enable them do the
prayer and receive Lord’s grace. So, she wakes up, the lord, the Ruler
of many kings. She also attempts to wake up Lord Krishna and his
brother Balarama, praising the Lord as the one who rose up in order to
measure the three worlds and the one who is wearing an golden anklet
in red colour. She requests and gets them wake up saying not to sleep
further. These are portrayed in the pasurams 16 and 17.

SRI KANNAN AND NAPPINNAI

Next from 18 to 20™ pasurams Sri Andal praises the closeness and
inseparable feelings between Sri Kannan and Nappinnai. Therefore, she
wakes up the Lord’s consort Nappinnai. She uses and calls her by
relation- the daughter in law of Nandagopan. His body is strong like
powerful elephants combined in one to fight out any war front. He also
has a broad shoulder and saw many enemies controlled by him and no
defeat. heat and one whose broad shoulders have known no defeat,
Andal describes Nappinnai -- one who has fragrance in her hair and asks
to wake up opening her beautiful eyes. She calls to come out and see
that many birds are awake and chirping on the lines laid out for the
creepers, indicating the dawn. Andaal further describes Napinnai hands as
they are like red lotuses, bangles making nice sounds like jingles in joy.
So, Nappinnai with her nice hands should consider to come up and open
the door to make everyone happy. Although Sri Andaal loves the way
lord Krishna sleeps. On seeing the beautiful bed as well the pose, she
likes very much and wants HIM not to get disturbed immediately and so
she enjoys everything around HIM. The Lord is in his sleeping chamber,
on a majestic cot with legs made of Ivory and an ambience heightened
by the tall lamps, resting on a soft mattress with beautiful Nappinnai,
bedecked with beautiful flowers in her tresses. She is by His side and
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leaning on His broad chest. The girls tend to ask Him to open His
mouth. But later, they changed to approach through Nappinnai. They wish
to ask Nappinnai, exclaiming on her beautiful eyes, to let them go to the
Lord as well allow Him to wake up. Although much time passed after
dawn, and difficult for Nappinnai bear HIS separation from her even for
a second. She must understand that sleeping like this is not fair, as
many await to see and receive the Lord's grace. Therefore, she must
give up this nature. Next in her attempt, she tries waking now up
Perumal and Nappinnai together. He is the Lord to protect all those
devas who asked for HIS help but forgot the same. They, being poor
avatar girls came to HIM and beseech by singing HIS glories. So, they
plead before HIM that HE should come out to give them the grace. They
asked Nsppinnai to consider their request to inform Kannan that they are
waiting for HIM. As Kannan would do anything for Nappinnai, the girls
wish to receive things like a fan, mirror and make HIM ready for bathing.
They well knew that Nappinnai piratti is so kind and merciful to them
and saw her open the door, for the girls. In the 20th verse, Sri Andaal
shows a symbolic Aacharyan. He is the one giving us encouragement to
follow Perumal instead of going behind demi-gods. He is who educates
us substances of Vedas, in a simple and understandable way. Acharyan
is like (Nappinnai) Piratti who is ready to give us three things
fan(Dhvayam), Mirror (Astakashar) and Perumal.

HIS GREATNESS AND VALOUR:

The 22" pasuram makes us understand that Sri Andaal and her group
have almost success to approach and worship HIM. Sri Andaal describes
HIS greatness. She asks HIM to wake up calling, Nandagopan Son, the
owner of magnificent cows that yield milk in torrents. She praises that
He is one who protects us all in this world. All the enemies lose to
HIM, all their courage on seeing HIS valour and seek refuge at HIS feet.
Likewise, the girls sate that being ardent devotees, they sing the glory,
praise, and offer their worship at HIS feet Now, Sri Andaal proceeded to
wake up the Lord and sing His Praise. In this process, the first step is
to wake up, then beseech the Lord to gently open His eyes. This act
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resembles beautiful red lotus flower blossoming, as HE would gently open
eyes and look at us. Therefore, they plead before HIM, to open both the
bright eyes, very slowly and gently, as like the Sun and the Moon shine
at the same time. The reason for this plea is that in case the Lord
opens both HIS eyes, their sins and sorrows would be absolved at once,
by HIS abundant grace. The next pasuram gives how Sri Andaal praises
Sri Kannan as a Lion. Yes, being a young Lion to Yasodha, HE should
show HIS majestic appearance. The lion crouching in sleep inside the
mountain-cave during the rainy season, while after being awake opens its
fire emitting eyes and a loud roar. She describes HE is a beautiful lion,
to give them a sight to enjoy HIS walking. By being seated, HE could
hear their pleas, wishes ver comfortably. Sri Andal cleverly stresses and
uses the word, Simhasanam because when Perumal promises something
while being seated on a Simhasanam. This pasuram explains also the
fortune or the phalan of Saranagati, at HIS lotus feet. Once done, it
becomes HIS duty and responsibility for granting with good or bad. In
pasuram 24 she starts singing His praise, rhythmically, referring to HIS
various victories. She sings that HE is who measured the whole world
praise HIS feet; HE who destroyed the entire SriLanka praise HIS valour;
HE who destroyed a demon came in the form of a cart; praise HIS
fame; HE who vanquished two demons in the form of a calf, praise HIS
act; HE who picked up a hillock to protect people from the rain! praise
HIS greatness and kindness; praise to the sharp spear in HIS hands that
kills all enemies. The 25" verse details Sri Kannan's glory and leelas.
Lord was born as Krishna to one woman (Devaki), but was hidden and
brought up as the son of another woman (Yashoda) .He killed the demon
Kamsan who planned to harm HIM in many ways, but HE created terror
in his mind and made his stomach burn like a raging fire. Sri Andaal
says, as group all girls have assembled before HIM to pray HIS glory.
If Lord would bestow grace on them to fulfil their desired wishes, they
could rejoice and get rid of all sorrows to live happily ever. In the next
26" verse she praises the Lord, Sri Kannan recalling HIS beauty in

various forms. The Lord is in the colour of deep blue pearl, HIS Conch
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called Panchajanyam is milky white hued, that sounds and trembles the
whole world and has huge spaces inside. The Lord, resting on a peepal
leaf in the ocean during the pralaya times, is protecting all the devotees.
HE should bless the group of girls with the lamp and the flag, that HE
holds for the protection of all. She says that these are what they would
require for the worship performing holy Vratam by them during the
Margazhi month. HE should bestow all these by HIS grace. In this verse,
she is at His feet, singing His praise in verse after verse showing that

she is very satisfied for the purpose of Nonbu getting fulfilled.
PRAYER FOR THE REAL BOON:

She is now, in front of the Lord and addresses HIM as one who wins
over those who are not willing to join Him or vanquishes those who are
not following the righteous path and sings in praise and seek gifts from
HIM that the nation will be enamored of. Also, Sri Andaal wants as her
desires, from HIS hands lovely garlands and ear rings and many other
ornaments; then lovely garments. These devotees, hence could adorn as
all the gifts are given by HIM. In fact, such beautification would be for
HIMSELF and enjoyment. In order to express the unbounding happiness,
along with new dressings, all would now eat milk rice ie rice cooked in
milk and ghee on it to increase taste and delicacy. The poured ghee
should flow down the elbow when taken. All these would show internally
and externally HIS devotees are in unison with HIM blessed for happiness
by HIS gifts. The food is nothing but HIS grace and kind prasadam
tasting which all would remain together in happiness and bliss. All these
emotions are described in the koodaarai vellum seer Govinda verse. As
i's subsequent stance in the 28" verse, she shows how low by birth,
living and simple cowherds driving everyday their cattle to the forest to
meet their day to earn for bread and life. But before the Supreme lord,
they possess no knowledge and intelligence but remain closer to HIM.
They are really fortunate to be born in this clan and be with HIM. The
Lord Himself, is truly blemishless Govinda. The relationship and the
bondage with HIM by them cannot ever be broken, Although, as small

12

Al
7N

Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
/N
Al
7N
Al
/N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
/N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7N\
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\

Al
7N

NZ Az NIz Az Az Az Az Az Az NIz Az Az Az Az NIz Az NIz Az Az Az Az NIz Az Az Az Az Nz

ININZNZNIN 7NN 7NN ZN 7NN 7NN 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N



Al
7N

Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Az
7N
Az
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
I\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
I\
Al
7N

Al
7N

girls, with no real knowledge, out of pure enthusiasm and deep love only,
they took for granted the liberties with HIM, to call by names, simple
and singular. HE, being one with greatness and Supremacy shouldn’t have
been called by such small names. Therefore, they all plead a pardon but
to grant the required “parai’, as what they seek from HIM. This is special
because this is the real boon.

THE NITYA KAINKARYAM:

She describes in this verse the main purpose with which they undertook
the vrat or nonbu that is now to get fulfiled. The reasons they have
assembled before HIM, in this very early morning, pray falling at HIS
lotus feet, singing in praise are to receive HIS gracious blessings only.
The Lord is born in the cowherd community that breeds the cows and
earn their life. HE would not refuse their worship but surely bestow what
they desired. grace on us. She reminds that today they are at HIS feet
to get the grace with boons. But the kainkaryam and services to be
offered to HIM should be for entire life as well as for ever life after life
of seven subsequent births. As privileged to have HIS relationship every
time the lord makes HIS avathara presence, all bhaktas would offer
worship only to the Supreme only and none The boon so receive should
ensure that any other desires other than this are removed from hearts
and minds. So the real boon from HIM is the worship and serve the
Lord. According to Sri Andaal, unwavering, unconditional devotion and total
surrender to Sri Krishna at all times and occasions is what required by
HIS devotees. Whener they are to be born, they would serve the feet of
Sri Kannan that should be blessed by HIM is what the ultimate purpose
of life which are revealed therein.

THE SUPREME, WHO ONLY GRANTS:

In the ending pasuram 30 of Thiruppavai. Sri Andaal concludes her poetry
with the expected fortune and benefits that would accrue by reciting the
Thiruppavai with full of devotion. She praises starting HIS glories such as
HE is Madhava; HE is who churned the oceans to take the Amrut for
the devas; HE is the one who killed the demon Kesi. These are the
little girls whose faces are as bright as the full moon and have come to
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this Supreme for getting their desired boon from HIM. Thiruppavai is the
great garland of Tamizh song, full of devotion describing the holy path
of worship and surrender to the lord. This one having 30 verses in it, is
written by the daughter of Sri Periyazhvar. Tho ardent devotees who
recite these 30 verses and pray the Lord whose four shoulders that are
strong, whose eyes are bright red, will forever obtain the grace and
blessings of the Lord and remain happy.

CONCLUSION :

It is experienced that Thiruppavai by Sri Andaal is the remover of all
distress, that shows the holy feet of the Supreme. This song being the
root and source of all four Vedas. This tamil work consisting of 30 verses
must be read, recited and revered by everyone in this universe. It is
burden to the this Earth by those humans who don't know any of the
verses. Adiyen with an intent to explain some portion from the verses
with due respect and acknowledgement to the great works by all scholars,
authors and predecessors. It is the blessings of the Supreme lord, Sri
Andaal and Acharyan, because of which adiyen could make something.
On the Aadi pooram day, the avatharam of Sri Andaal, we must sing
the 30 verses of Thiruppavai, thereby hail the greatness of Sri Kannan
as well as pray Sri Andaal and seek their grace by praising them at
their holy feet.

SUBHAM
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THE FIRST SLOKAM of Godha sthuthi

www.sadagopan.org

Sri VishNu chittha kula nandhana kalpavallim
Sri RangarAja Harichandhana yOga dhrusyAm
SaakshAth KshamAm karuNayA KamalAmivAnyAm
GodhAm ananyasaraNa: SaraNam prapadhyE

uyellapam P15 G BBS:5 HOU euadaSLd
ufomig;areg anfFns;p Curs; &;@UDwms |
OUTIHTS Fof LDTLD & (IhGETWIT LD GOTLO)GUITIS WiTLH

Gamsmwpsu Ul gew : UDgemss Liguig;Gu Il
AMfasorfaT o Aega Feudeet
ARG gRAeeT JT G |
HT&TTC &THT FHUTAT FHATAATIATH,
METHAFIAIOT: AOT TG |

MEANING:

Oh GodhE! adiyEn performs prapatthi at Your sacred feet as one, who has no
other recourse! adiyEn has no one else for my protection. You are the
KalpakA creeper adorning the Lord standing as the auspicious Harichandanaa
tree in the flower garden of the kulam of VishNucchitthar, Your father. The
darsanam of the celestial Harichandanaa tree united with You as the KalpakA
creeper is a blessed sight to see.

In Your limitless patience with the aparAdhis, who transgress Your Lord's
commands, You appear verily like BhUmi Devi; in Your limitless compassion,
You resemble MahA Lakshmi Herself. AdiyEn offers my prapatthi at Your
sacred feet as the one, who has no other means.

Periazhvar Nandavanam where Azhvar found baby Godhai
Notes on Slokam 1 by Anbil Ramaswamy

N2
7N

Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
/N
Al
7N
Al
/N
Al
7N
Al
/N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
/\
Al
7\
Al
/N
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
/N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\
Al
7N
Al
7\

Al
7N

—_—-—eeam-e_—-—_ee-_eceee—ceec=eeaeaeea=eeaeee—c<eec<Teea<=eea<eec<Tceeac<Tceeac<eeac<eeac<eaceeaeceaoememwmDa=



Al
7N

Al
7N
Az
7N
Alg
ZIN\
Az
7N
Alz
ZIN\
Az
7N

Al
7N

The first line “Sri VishNu chitta kula nandana kalpavallim’’ announces her
kulam

All who have VishNu in their heart are “VishNuchittas” They may be called "VishNu
chitta kulam” As a result of the PuNyams of such VishNuchittas, Andal was born in
the galaxy of Azhwars “anju kuDikku oru santadi”

The second line "Sri Rangaraaja harichandana yOga drisyaam’ announces her
wedding. This is a KalyaaNa slOkam and a Srimukha SIOkam. No wonder, it starts
with the fragrance of Sandal paste. Born as the daughter of VishNuchitta, she
married the hari chandana tree, of Hari.

The third Ane "saakshaat kshamaam katruNayaa kamaalaamiva anyaam”
indicates that she is Mother Earth, known for her ‘Kshama” equaling that of Periya
piraaTTi. Periyaazhwar himself attests to this fact when he says "Tirumagal pO/
valLartEn”

A a

Sri Andal, Srivilliputhoor Temple

Sri Andal, Srivilliputhoor Temple
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3% KODAI TAMIZH PUZZLE N
J Find the Tamizh term used by ANDAL for the following!! '
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;:4 - Concept & Puzzle by Malathy Balaji o ;:(T
iz For right answers, please see page No. 57 of this issue N
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K %
\: , niLA thunga sthanagiri thatl suptham udhbOdhya krishNam \: >
7 :‘ pArArthyam svam sruthi satha siras sidhdham adhyApayanthl 7:‘7
9.% svOchishtAyAm srajinigalLitham yAbalAth kruthya bhungthE %’T
Y. Jinig Y Yy 4

3% g0dhA thasyai nama idham idham bhUya EvAsthu bhUya: Sk
é“ o [J . 4 L4 o L [ 4 4 é.i
7 :‘ BT 515 VSTFEN) FLe VLIS 2.5 CLITS W &5 oY vTLD 7 :‘
\/ o o L4 [J 4 o IJ 4 4 4 4

7N LITTTIS Wb eDa/Ld FI5%) & F)Terd S SL0 S WTLIUES S
Sk oV CasrFlapL murd FTefB)EaSWw wILeVrs S@Sw L)m%sGs Sk
Sk CHIST Savenus BL0 QIFL0 (QFI0 Liul TUTRIG LyUL Sk
% %
\:, | offer my obeisances to gOdhA dhEvi again and again. She is the one who \:,
’:‘ woke up krishNa who was resting on the breasts of niLA dhEvi, the one ’:‘
A\ 74 . . . . . .

7~ who announced her pArathanthriyam (which is the ultimate principle 9.5
Sk highlighted in vEdham) to bhagavAn himself and the one who fully enjoyed Sk
;:% emperumAn who wore the garlands that were once worn by her. éié
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Thirupavai Avataarikai
b
Anbil Rams:nwamy

As Swami Desikan has mentioned. “mounAn mukharayanthi GuNAs
TvadheeyAh”, the perenniel spring of Anubhavams that gushes forth when
we experience the profound esoteric content of Andal’s works , even a
mute person like me feels compelled to place before you a few ramblings
on the subject!

Anything that is correctly stated is due to the grace of my AchAryas, HH.
Srimad Gopala Desika Maha Desikan Swami of Poundarikapuram Andavan
Ashramam and Prakritam HH. Azhagiya Singhar of AhObila Mutt who
initiated me into these studies.

All errors of commission and omission are entirely mine and I seek your
indulgence in forgiving me for the same.

An Introduction

As I commenced talking about Andal, I was so daunted by the explosion of
informational, inspirational, and interpretational material gathered over a
whole lifetime

(i) from the 'in camera closed circuit' KaalakshEpams from our AchAryas
like H.H. the Jeeyar, Ahobila Mutt, Srirangam Srimad Andavan
(Tirukkudantai) and Andavan Swami of Paundarika puram Ashramam
(both in their Purva ashramam and after their Sannyasa Sweekaranam )
explaining the inner meanings

(ii) from the religious Pravachanams of scholars like Abhinava Desika
Uttamur Swami, Srivtasaangaachar, Santhana gopalachar, Tirukkallam
Swami, Prathivaadi Bhayankaram Swami, Velukkudi Vardachariar Swami
and

(iii)) through the more open ended Hari Katha Kalakshepams of
Srirangam Sada gopachar, Embar, Annaswami Bhaga vatar (with
Chapplaakattai, Jalra, Harmonium / Tamboor, Assistant singer
Pinnpaattukkaarar et al ).

It is impossible to cover all of the above due to the vastness of resource
and absolute lack of my capacity, it is proposed to bring to light some of
the nectarine Nirvahams of Poorva and Prakritam Acharyas on the
nuances contained in this masterpiece of spiritual outpouring.

While Tiruppavai can be recited in full or on the “"One-a-day” basis, it is
difficult to stick to this schedule in a write up like this and may spill over
several postings.
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Diwali and Holi may be the time for revelry and merriment but the whole
of Margazhi is surcharged with an aura sober and serene, and an era of
spiritual awakening and awareness.

Come Margazhi! In almost all temples in every county of every town or
city in the whole of the Tamil speaking world, the morning air is filled with
a spiritual resurgence, what with the recitation of Tiruppavai (and as a
late and perhaps an 'after thought addition’, of Tiruvembavai also)
reverberate through loudspeakers, broadcasts and telecasts and Bhajans
by groups of devotees moving from street to street in the neighborhood.

Regarded as a ' Sunya Maasam' when routine study of scriptures is
suspended, only Tiruppavai is exceptionally allowed. Breathtaking
expositions of the esoteric meanings of the work explained by experts fill
the day deep into the late hours. Students of our religious classes would
form into groups to attend these discourses in various locations and
overlapping timings with tape recorders, notebooks etc (like news
reporters), pool the materials and compare the information in joint
studies. That is real and fruitful utilzation of one's time REAL Kala
Kshepam.

O! How we miiss the thrill and joy of these experiences?

Tamil literature bristles with love lores employing techniques such as
Thoodu and Madal. Mutholl Aayiram and Sanga literature which depict the
distinguishing feminine aspects as Acham (fear), Naanam (shyness),
Madamai (Innocence) and Payirpu (Exclusive single minded devotion), the
physical changes wrought by the joys of union with and the pangs of
separation from the beloved etc and even Srimad Valmiki's Ramayanam
take a back stage in relation to the portrayal in the Divya Prabandhams
which exalt love and ennoble the soul, combining linguistic, scenic and
sense effects and blending the mundane with the divine.

Devotional poetry spontaneously emerging from a God infatuated heart
like that of GOdha, the sweetheart of Krishna, is sure to contain much
more than what appears on the surface .In Tiruppavai and Nachiar
Tirumozhi, generations of Acharyas and other scholors have been and still
are seeing new meanings and fresh beauties. And, the two provide an
inexhaustible goldmine of such delectable material and an incomparably
rich fare.

What is said of Valmiki applies with equal force to Godha .

"Tad Upagatha Samaasa Sandhi Yogam, Sama Madhuropana Artha
Vaakhya badham"

For her, the words fall in place so inimitably, that you cannot alter even a
comma or a semicolon without damaging the beauty and style of poetry or
the depth and sense of the sentiments expressed.
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We are simply carried away by the torrential flow of Nachiyar's 7\
expressions into the unfathomable depths of her love; She not only loved -}:é
but she also wedded the Lord. Nachiyar sways our emotions so much that N2
when her heart throbs, our hearts throb too in unison! : ::
when her mind melts, our minds melt with empathy! 7~
when she entreats the Lord, we entreat too! ;:é
When she enjoys the Lord, we share the enjoyment equally! W/
Here was an Andal, where comes such another? ':':f
7N

Godha indeed stands out as the outstanding exponent of bridal mysticism ;:4
and in this is regarded as setting a model for the Alwars themselves. 7 :‘
Unlike the other Alwars who were all males and had to simulate a ' Nayaki 9&
bhava' (the role of a lady love), since she was herself a woman, the bhava ;:é
came to her naturally. Her only ambition was to marry Lord Ranganatha. W/
7N

While Nammalwar's four works are said to be the essence of the four ;:é
Vedas, these 30 verses of Andal constitute the very seed of ALL the Vedas Az
(vEdam anaithukkum vithu Aagum) 7N
What it does? 9:57
It can destroy all our sins (pAthakangal Theerkkum). 9:57
It can show us the way to Moksham (Paraman aDi kKATTum) —all in \
simple, chaste, Tamil. 7~
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What Gothai Taught us

www.sadagopan.org

A tribute in Tamil paid by Azhahiya MaNavALa PerumAL NaayaNAr, which
summarizes the essence of what Godhai taught us:

“yettezhutthin iNaipporuLum iraNdin poruLum
iyal valitthEr Arucchunanakku Iraivar tammaithtottu
vaittha maRai iRuthipporuLL yellAm tonRum vahai
PuduvairkkOn Godhai kavi paadal poruL teriya-kAttinALE”

MEANING:

Godhai, The daughter of the seer of SrivillipputthUr (VishNu-Chitthar) revealed
to us clearly through Her paasurams, the esoteric and Vedic meanings
(rahasyArthams) of the AshtAkshari, Dhvayam and finally, Charama SIOkam
given by the most merciful Lord (PaarthasArathy) to the great warrior ArjunA on
the battle field of KurukshEthram.

COMMENTS:

“Yettezhutthu” is Thirumanthiram or ashtAkshari; “iraNdin” is the manthra
rathnam, dhvayam with 25 letters and “iRuthipporul” is the Charama slOkam of
32 letters blessed to us by GeethAchAryan using His dear sishyan and friend
Arjunan as a vyAjam (excuse). This taniyan identifies the Charama slOkam with
its 32 letters as “MaRai- iRuthipporuLl” or the quintessence of Sruthi (Vedam and
the 32 Brahma VidhyAs of the Upanishads). The word “iRuthi” really means
“last” or final. This Taniyan points out that Godhai, the daughter of PeriyAzhwAr
of SrivilliputthUr performed upadEsams for us through Her two prabhandhams in
a way through which the deep and profound meanings of the three VaishNava
manthrams and Artha panchakam can be understood clearly by us, Her children
(iRuthip poruL yellAm thOnRum vahai PuduvairkkOn Godhai kavi paadal poruLL
teriya-kaattinALE).

Our ThAyAr has grave concerns about our limitations in comprehending the
deeper meanings of the three manthrams & artha panchakam because of our
inadequate intellectual capabilities and imperfect anushtAnam. She knows that
the SaasthrArtha nirUpanam (the full comprension of the meanings of the
Saasthrams) will escape our meagre intellects and therefore as the most
compassionate Mother interested in our parama-hitham chose the method of
UpadEsam in the time honored and proven way:

“saasthra Jn~Anam Bahu-klEsam
buddhEscchalana kaaraNam
upadesaath Harim buddhva
viramEth sarva karmasu”

Alz Al
7N 7N 7N

Al

Az Az Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Sz Sz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz SNZ SZ N2 Sz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Sz sz
INNIZN7ZN 7NN 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 72N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N\

N



Alz Mz Az Nz Nz Nz Nz Sz Sz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz NZ SZ SN2 Sz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Nz Sz sZ
INZRNZNZNZNZN ZRN ZNZR ZN 2R ZNZR 7N ZNZR ZNZR ZNZKR 7N ZN ZKN 7N ZKN 7N 7N
Al Az
7N 7N
Al Alz
7N MEANING: 7N
%:é It is very difficult for most of us, whose minds are easily influenced by many 9:%
Alz distractions (Chanchala Buddhi) to learn about the true meanings of Alz
::: saasthrArthams. :::
7N Therefore, One should have upadEsam from a SadAchAryan to comprehend 7N
;:% clearly the tattvams like Isvaran, Jeevan, prakruthi and their relationships. One ;:(T
s should stay away from the futile efforts of learning Saasthrams by ourselves as a W/
7N route to understanding “adhyAthma-saasthra-artha- visEshams” (the 7N\
9:% saarArthams/the essential meanings of the sacted lote and the three rahasyams). %:(7
Az Only incorrect and distorted grasp (Viparltha Jn~Anam) of the tattvams will Az
7N . 7N
result from such foolish efforts.
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